
Eyewitness Guides
Eyewitness Guide Milan and the Lakes
2017, PAPER, 248 PAGES, $20.00
A superb guide to Milan and the Italian lakes 
featuring color photography, dozens of  
excellent local maps and a region-by-region 
synopsis of  the area’s attractions. Handsome, 
convenient and up-to-date, this is the guide to 
carry. (Item ITL165)

Freytag & Berndt
Alps Map
2010, MAP,  PAGES, $14.95
This regional map (1:500,000), centered on the 
Alps, includes portions of  Austria, Slovenia, 
Italy, Switzerland, Germany and France. (Item 
ALP07)

ALSO RECOMMENDED

Eyewitness Guides
Eyewitness Guide Switzerland
2015, FLEXI-BOUND, 320 PAGES, $25.00
A compact, thoroughly illustrated guide, 
featuring over 900 photographs, good maps, 
and plenty of  information on hiking in the 
Swiss Alps, natural and tourist attractions and 
the history and arts of  Switzerland. (Item 
SWZ45)

Lonely Planet
Lonely Planet Italian Phrasebook
2015, PAPER, 272 PAGES, $9.99
A handy, palm-sized guide to pronunciation, 
basic grammar and essential vocabulary for the 
traveler. (Item ITL531)

ESSENTIAL

Item EXITL893. Buy these 5 items as a set for $78 
including shipping, 15% off the retail price. With free 
shipping on anything else you order.

Beppe Severgnini
La Bella Figura, A Field Guide to the 
Italian Mind
2007, PAPER, 288 PAGES, $15.00
Italians themselves love this guide to the Italian 
character, which addresses their never-ending 
passion for beauty, disorder and high emotion. 
The book opens with a snapshot of  Malpensa 
Airport, then moves on to Tuscany, Rome, 
Naples and Sardinia. (Item ITL718)

Fergus Fleming
Killing Dragons, The Conquest of  the 
Alps
2001, PAPER, 398 PAGES, $14.00
Fleming spins lively tales of  man against nature 
in this entertaining history of  the eccentrics, 
adventurers and publicity-hounds who sought 
to conquer the Alps, including Whymper and 
his first ascent of  the Matterhorn 150 years 
ago. (Item ALP16)

D.H. Lawrence
D.H. Lawrence and Italy
2008, PAPER, 495 PAGES, $20.00
This omnibus Penguin Classics edition includes 
Lawrence’s three travel tales, each very different 
in tone and all wonderful: Sea and Sardinia 
is a nostalgic look at traditional ways of  life; 
Twilight in Italy, an evocation of  Lawrence’s 
memorable stay on Lake Garda; and Etruscan 
Places, his musings on ancient sites, including 
the painted tombs of  Tarquinia. (Item ITL62)

READING GUIDE

SWISS ALPS AND ITALIAN LAKES

Here is a brief  selection of  favorite, new and hard-to-find books, prepared for your journey. For your 
convenience, you may call (800) 342-2164 to order these books directly from Longitude, a specialty mail-
order book service. To order online, and to get the latest, most comprehensive selection of  books for 

your voyage, go directly to reading.longitudebooks.com/D924502.
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Standard shipping charges (via USPS Media Mail): 
$5.95 for first book, $1 per additional book up to a maximum of  $10.95.

Book prices, shipping charges and availability subject to change.
Checks, Visa, MasterCard, AmEx and Discover accepted.

Call (+1) 800 342 2164 or go to 
reading.longitudebooks.com/D924502

Matthew Gavin Frank
Barolo
2012, PAPER, 224 PAGES, $17.95
Rich in details of  village life of  the Piemonte, 
Frank’s witty tale of  six months camped out 
in the garden of  the Pittatore farm in Barolo 
(pop. 646) will transport you to the Italian 
countryside. (Item ITA297)

Anne Herrmann
Coming Out Swiss, In Search of  Heidi, 
Chocolate and My Other Life
2014, HARD COVER, 264 PAGES, $26.95
Part memoir, part history, part travelogue, 
Anne Hermann’s passionate celebration of  
what it means to be Swiss intertwines personal 
revelation with cultural fact. (Item SWZ82)

Anita Brookner
Hotel du Lac
1995, PAPER, 184 PAGES, $15.95
Funny, stylish and spellbinding, Brookner’s 
novel tracks the story of  a romance novelist 
seeking evasive peace and quiet at the luxurious 
Hotel du Lac in Switzerland. Winner of  the 
Man Booker Prize. (Item SWZ05)

Alessandro Manzoni
The Betrothed
1984, PAPER, 720 PAGES, $20.00
By many accounts the first modern Italian 
novel, Manzoni’s 1827 classic concerns star-
crossed lovers in 17th-century Lombardy. 
Promoted during unification, Italy’s best-
known novel has been made into films and a 
musical. (Item ITL414)

Padraig Rooney
The Gilded Chalet, Off-Piste in 
Literary Switzerland
2016, HARD COVER, 320 PAGES, $29.95
In this amusing guide, a grand tour of  literary 
Switzerland, Rooney profiles 200 years of  
outstanding works and their strong Swiss 
influences. He argues that the land of  luxury 
hotels, fresh air and fresh milk deserves wide 
renown as a literary hub. (Item SWZ87)

Harry Hearder
Italy, A Short History
2001, PAPER, 294 PAGES, $30.99
Elegantly written, generous and informative, 
this compact book takes in the sweep of  Italian 
history from the Roman Republic through 
the Renaissance, World War II and up to the 
present. (Item ITL56)

John McPhee
La Place de la Concorde Suisse
1994, PAPER, 150 PAGES, $16.00
McPhee deploys his usual insight and 
wonderful prose on the phenomenon of  the 
Swiss army, presenting an irreverent portrait 
of  Switzerland and the Swiss mindset. (Item 
SWZ14)

Stephen O’Shea
The Alps, A Human History from 
Hannibal to Heidi and Beyond
2017, HARD COVER, 304 PAGES, $26.95
In an entertaining narrative, O’Shea drives, 
hikes and climbs through 500 miles of  the 
Alps while musing on the historic personalities 
who braved the forbidding range, including 
Napoleon, Hitler and James Bond. A 
thoughtful introduction to the Alps. (Item 
ALP51)

Toby Lester
Da Vinci’s Ghost, Genius, Obsession, 
and How Leonardo Created the World 
in His Own Image
2012, PAPER, 275 PAGES, $17.00
Lester takes on the genesis of  Leonardo da 
Vinci’s iconic Vitruvian Man as his point of  
departure for this exhilarating meditation on da 
Vinci and his time. (Item ITA346)

Peter Murray
The Art of  the Renaissance
1992, PAPER, 286 PAGES, $18.95
A classic, illustrated survey of  the world of  
the Renaissance and its art. With chapters on 
Florence and its artists, the Netherlands, early 
illustrated books and many individual artists. 
(Item ITL14)


