
Eyewitness Guides
Eyewitness Guide Italian Riviera
2014, PAPER, 224 PAGES, $20.00
A handsome, beautifully illustrated and 
informative compact guide to Liguria. It covers 
places, recommended excursions, hotels and 
attractions from the border with France east to 
La Spezia. (Item ITL566)

Touring Club Italiano
Liguria Map
2013, MAP,  PAGES, $13.95
A map of  the region, including Cinque Terra, 
at a scale of  1:200,000. (Item ITL118)

ALSO RECOMMENDED

Lonely Planet
Lonely Planet Italian Phrasebook
2015, PAPER, 272 PAGES, $9.99
A handy, palm-size guide to pronunciation, 
basic grammar and essential vocabulary for the 
traveler. (Item ITL531)

Valerio Lintner
A Traveller’s History of  Italy
2008, PAPER, 287 PAGES, $14.95
A brief  history of  Italy through the 1990s 
-- wide-ranging, accessible and necessarily 
condensed. With a chronology and historical 
gazetteer, this book marches confidently 
through the centuries. (Item ITL86)

Harry Hearder
Italy, A Short History
2001, PAPER, 294 PAGES, $29.99
Elegantly written and informative, this compact 
book takes in the sweep of  Italian history from 
the Romans through the Renaissance, World 
War II and up to the present. (Item ITL56)

ESSENTIAL

Item EXITL986. Buy these 6 items as a set for $100 
including shipping, 15% off the retail price. With free 
shipping on anything else you order.

Christopher Hibbert
The House of  Medici, Its Rise and Fall
1982, PAPER, 364 PAGES, $16.99
A well-written, entertaining history of  the 
Medicis in Renaissance Florence. Great to read 
before going to Florence, where the influence 
of  the Medicis and the artists they supported is 
still very much in evidence. (Item ITL135)

Bertrand Jestaz
Architecture of  the Renaissance
1997, PAPER, 160 PAGES, $15.95
Originating in Florence, the flowering 
of  architecture in 15th-century Italy 
revolutionized the look of  European cities and 
the mindsets of  their citizens. This lavishly 
illustrated pocket book presents the people, the 
time and its monuments in hundreds of  color 
photographs and engravings. (Item ITL52)

Roberto Rodi, Dario Castagno
Too Much Tuscan Sun
2004, PAPER, 224 PAGES, $16.95
With affection and humor, Castagno recalls his 
experience as a tour guide in Tuscany and the 
remarkable travelers he meets along the way. 
His ease with and taste for Chianti combine to 
evoke intoxicating images of  the much-loved 
Tuscan region. (Item ITL547)

Eyewitness Guides
Eyewitness Guide Florence & Tuscany
2015, PAPER, 328 PAGES, $25.00
Superbly illustrated, this guide shows the 
museums, shops and sites of  Florence and 
surroundings in color. (Item ITL46)

READING GUIDE

ITALIAN RIVIERA AND CHIANTI

Here is a brief  selection of  favorite, new and hard-to-find books, prepared for your journey. For your 
convenience, you may call (800) 342-2164 to order these books directly from Longitude, a specialty mail-
order book service. To order online, and to get the latest, most comprehensive selection of  books for 

your voyage, go directly to reading.longitudebooks.com/D926613.



William Wallace
Michelangelo: The Artist, the Man and 
His Times
2011, PAPER, 428 PAGES, $34.00
Wallace’s biography offers a visual and literary 
treasury of  Michelangelo’s works, creating a 
compelling, complex and remarkably human 
portrayal of  the Renaissance master. (Item 
ITA203)

Piero Antinori
The Hills of  Chianti, The Story of  a 
Tuscan Winemaking
2014, HARD COVER, 240 PAGES, $26.95
The head of  one of  the oldest producers of  
fine Italian wine recounts the history of  the 
Antinori family, which spans 27 generations 
back to 1385, and portrays contemporary life in 
Tuscany. (Item ITA472)

Jess Walter
Beautiful Ruins
2015, PAPER, 368 PAGES, $10.00
Award-winning, bestselling author Jess Walter 
brings us to the Italian Riviera in this glittering 
love story. Based on actual events. (Item 
ITA452)

Alice Powers
Italy in Mind
1997, PAPER, 349 PAGES, $18.95
A terrific collection of  some of  the best 
literary writing on Italy, including pieces 
by Melville, Lawrence, Henry James, Mary 
McCarthy and many others. (Item ITL39)
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R.W.B. Lewis
The City of  Florence, Historical Vistas 
and Personal Sightings
1996, PAPER, 350 PAGES, $22.99
A vivid tour of  the city and its riches by the 
fine biographer of  Edith Wharton and Henry 
James. Lewis has written what he calls “a 
partial biography of  Florence,” beautifully 
interweaving the personal and the historical. 
(Item ITL47)

J. H. Plumb
The Italian Renaissance
2001, PAPER, 320 PAGES, $16.95
A well-written history of  the Renaissance, its 
artists and thinkers, with chapters on Florence, 
Milan, Rome and Venice, Michelangelo, Da 
Vinci and Women of  the Renaissance. (Item 
ITL562)

John Hooper
The Italians
2016, PAPER, 336 PAGES, $17.00
Italy correspondent for The Economist 
Hooper explores Italy -- its baffling 
contradictions, unique character and 
contemporary culture -- in this illuminating 
portrait. (Item ITA528)

James Bentley, Hugh Palmer (Photographer)
The Most Beautiful Villages of  
Tuscany
2012, PAPER, 216 PAGES, $26.95
This handsome oversize picture book is a 
portrait of  the Tuscan landscape and people. It 
contains maps, a travel guide and many color 
photographs. (Item ITL261)

Beppe Severgnini
La Bella Figura, A Field Guide to the 
Italian Mind
2007, PAPER, 288 PAGES, $15.00
Italians themselves love this guide to the Italian 
character, which addresses their never-ending 
passion for beauty, disorder and high emotion. 
The book opens with a snapshot of  Malpensa 
Airport, then moves on to Tuscany, Rome, 
Naples and Sardinia. (Item ITL718)

Frances Mayes
Every Day in Tuscany, Seasons of  an 
Italian Life
2011, PAPER, 288 PAGES, $15.00
Twenty years after “Under the Tuscan Sun,” 
Mayes is still besotted by Italy -- her house, the 
tumbling geraniums, the people and the food -- 
all lovingly documented in her best memoir yet. 
With interludes in Portofino, Assisi and Rome 
and a focus on Renaissance master artist Luca 
Signorelli. (Item ITA124)


